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How a fopier télephbae fineman

srngdihs Tove for rugged landscapes

into @ mini-empive whepsfive golf and
gargpeus viewsare just the begitming

By David Gould




site lines

HE LIFESTYLE PHENOMENON THEY

call The Cliffs owes & lot 10 the

Southern Escarpment and a little
wmcrhinl.- to Southern Bell The former
s a l:l.'l.lllilllil.'dl featuie that cools suim-
micr air over (he western Carolinas and
fills lns vistas with forested buttes and
rulguh The Eatter 15 him .’l.n1h4'-|1g.' B ETH-
while employer. for whom the unlikely
restl estate magnate climbed utility poles
whibe slowly evolving from phone-line
repairman into founder and chief exec-
itive of a polf-community juggernaul

Antheny's ascent calls v mind the
sihicd dbnvs of Hobert Trent Jopes 5r, whio
orgamized hiv own curricubem at Cornell
0 prepare for a career few in the univer-
sity knew to exist golf course architec-
ture, The difference is that Antlwony's train-
ing ground wes the exw land dself and s
classwork the careful process of moving
fram small, straghtforwand development
deals 1o the shaded, sprawhing ermpire he
nevw martures along the border of South
and Morth Caroling,

Anthony's uncle, a minisser and part-
time real-estate speculator, invited i
nephew to bay in on sonse Lamd, “We goi
it for S 100 an acre and sold 11 not long af

ter bor S600 an &cre,” recalls Anthorye La-
spired by this arthmetic, he st dowa one
nighit and compared real estate profits with
the RO of line .-:|1||r.'||1|_!_w:'-r|'.."| calculn-
ed | wold have e climb 3,635 IL'{-:-_T\-'mmr
poles before 1 could match that income,”
he says with n wink. The path he was best
nff following came clearly into view, S0
gar it hins bed him to the tog spot ina thiiy-
i enterprise with imore than S4000mil-
lion in real assets, an aggressive growth
plan and a staff of people who ko they
are onto & Hlm-:'. I]||r||:|; amd |1|.'i|'||-_'.; dedica-
tion to seemingly everything they do.

Une of Anthony s star salespeople,
Diottd Smith, recently oversaw renovi-
tion disd decor work o a Cl 2t Glassy
home Anthony had :L'|.1ur|.|:|_".-\.'|.‘: Iroam
ogve oof his residents becnuse its site made
it mbeal for the new, vastly in1pm1u.,| siles
facility Anthony wanted to create,

“What other developer would buy a
1.5 million finished home frons a com-
munity resident and add 50000 in cis
toim g |i:-:|'|i||.3.'s Iy create a sales center?™
Smibth wondered aloud as she |'|||||'|:I.'I.I.
out locations for the lavish furnishings
workers were wheeling in

Lest you wonder, the owner whose

Tucked into the Lipsiste topogenpiy: Cliffs Valley dubhousse and the par-d firsst hole at Ciitfs at Glacsy,
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hosmie is nanw Glassy's sibes center prompd-
Iy selected a neéw residence within The
Cliffs. People whe fall in with the. wiry,
divenhome Anthony tend to maintsin
the relatbonship, The PGA Tour, with its
Matiomyide BMW Charity Pro-Am quick-
by proving itself o Gnancial hit, shows
gvery intention of keeping that cvent at
its Clifts Valbey Cliffs Keowee Vineyarcds
Teorme, When 1he [ournamens comes o
town, life in the shadow of the Escarp-
iment briefly tums hig-city. At a tented
atreel festival with a tickets-only crowd
last spring, cebebrities like Cheech Marin
and kevin Costner beamed for lacal TV
carnenis. A1 a block party under vast fents
abonp Cireenville's beautifully treed main
boulevard, Costner provided a world-pre-
mier screening of the trailer for his 2003
Westerny, "Open Ramge”

AL oher tiimies of year, fural sercity
pervades. O the drive from one end of
the five-community constellation fo the
uther, there are stirring views of hilltops
ared pavines in the ner, middle and long
distance, varying in color like painted
panchs in o stage ser. CLifs ar Glassy and
Cliffs Valley are centrally located, but @

The Cliffs’ Rural Realm

CLIFFS AT GLASSY
Lanidrim, 5.C,
18 halas - Tam Jacksan

CLIFFS AT KEOWEE VINEYARDS
5.C
18 holes + Tom Fazio

CLIFFS VALLEY
Trawvalors Rest, 5.0,
1B hides - Ben Weight
CLIFFS AT KEOWEE FALLS
Sunsel, 5.0
{Jack Micklaus course, in planning)

CLIFFS AT WALNUT COVE
Ashaunlle, N.C.
18 holes « Jack Nicklais (spring 2005)

For move informadian,
cill (500) BEL-2958 ar wsit
e chifscommiifies com,
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potential lot buyer's tour from Keowee
Vineyards {and now Keowee Falls)
through those two properties and up to
Witlrat Cove swould take bwo howrs,
Assets of The Cliffs include an affilia-
ki with o what's-this-doing-here French
eomntry inn clled La Bastide, moclern but
impressively authentic, with luxurious
poorms and real-deal provincial cussne,
Property-shoppers who would balk at a
local motel stay are delighted at the hux-
ry and sophistication of the 14-room inn.

nthomey had to buy the Cliffs at
A Cilassy property plecemseil, knit-

ting together parcels through pa-
tience and tenscity. His last piece of Tand
was acquired from an elderly single
woman whio operated a shrub nursery.
The rest of the families he bought from
o Glassy Mountain were moonshiners,
their way of life fading in the face of
sepped-up law enforcement.

CH all the |,i|11||;|r.'|. under the Clitks acgis,
Cilassy's most demands kocal knowledge,
with bluffs of mowed Fairway heaved up
in the landing areas and round-the-cor-

ner ahols o green sites you are relieved
tis fimally espy. When the communitics |
stage their annual inter-club toamament, |
the Glassy grovp usmilly comes oul on
top, leveraging its significant home-tield
chvantuge to the fullese

vt the road, the [8<holbe course at
Cliffs Valley feels both member-y and |
memacing, depending on which shot you
happen 1o be playing, The opening hole
is lightly downslope, spacious and free of |
trickery, But the shot inte RNo. 4 green is
o needle-threader where even your match
opponent will urge your ball 1o “atch a
phece.” Course designer (and LIMKS con- |
tributing editor) Ben Wright secluded |
some holes anid arranged others in small
chusters with longer, more open views of
fairways, ponds and green sites,

Tom Fazio's design at Cliffs at Raowee
Vineyards also swoops high and low be-
pween hilleop and lakefront, but its pay-
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aff haolis alomg the water arg Hkely the
imost memorable in the entine CLs port-
fidia, The next gl project o come on-
leie wel 1l b a I:n.k Micklaus course at The
Cliffs ar Walnut Cove, over the border
i Asheville, MUC. Anthonys team has
alzo tabbed Nickiaus 1w biodld the goll
amenity at 1is Keowee Falls cormmuniiy,
which kicked off ksl =ales in mid-2003
with & tremiendaas initial burst.

O key point about the golf
in company hands; As a Cliffs property
owmeT, you won t become a commities
slave encumbered with helping openite
i ol Facifiny. ™We manape the golf,’ says
Anthony fatly, "We're never going to
deed the courses back.”

Within the Cliffs portiolio, there ane

1 stavw

ik |-|"|'|.' IJii-liII'Ll L'.l]llllll.lllll.i{'!-\. 3-1-].”\.\'1
By 350 ervployees whio serve | B00 prog-
erty owners, Alter Seprember 11, 2001,
Pm'l.-l'un:.-' made a1 decrsion 1o assemble
all 330 for an ouidoor mesting that had
the air of a .':plril:l.u.l refrzl.

I tokd them our conndry has dunku.'d."
Anthony recalls, “and we need 10 change
| how we think and work. T sasd, 'T'm here-
by volunteering for active duty, Will you
valunteer with med™ By this he meant a
rededication to the company’s service mis-
siogy, which inchadies motivating residents
1o gel phyaically and socially imolved in
commatdty le. One mark of this ethos
14 the Wellness Cenner an Cliffs Valkey, a

56,7 ruiltion ameney Anthomy is sune will
. recerye hemvy o, Wi are held account-

St WS EEY

1 hnspitality, spearheaded by Antiany (with
Jach Mickbss ) Bits high gear during the BRW
Mationwide. Top: No. 17 ot Keowee Vineyards.

ahle I:l'!.' OuUr property owners (o ‘Pll.'ldl.lcl.‘
and manage o world-cliss environment,”
he savs, “bat we hold theny accouniable,
b, This n't the place bo be i your cho-

sen profession 1 couch pafati”

im Anthony 15 part free-thinker,

part wirict believer, [n the i.-.a.r|g.' das

of the Cliffs, the Sierra Club kit An-
thomy with an environmental lawsait,
initially boiling his frontiersman blood.
Bt he lstened. "My nature is o try and
solve problems, not make them worse,
Even though we were adversaries in the
suit, the Sierra Club changed my think-
ing, admits Anthooy, “They made me
more preservation- minded.” In that spir-
ity Arvthony has riermned his sights o wild
lands the world over. *Your best clance
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of profecting pristing lands is o own
‘e says Anthony, whose Lepacy Pro-
ject is a preservation-oriented dub with
dan {rternational membership and large
land holdings in far-off places like Chile,
Rritish Colunibia and Scotland,
Anithony 15 prone by nature tosef aside
rl|'i|11|.I Eand Tor common use, Un g $iun-
ning promontory along Glassy's main
acoess ropd stands o feldstone chapel
built partly a3 an dmemity, portly a1 in-
spirption, There is no set [iturgy or con-
gregation af the Glassy Chapel, but res-
{dents freely wander in for moments of
prayer and quiet reflection. It's also used
fot special services and nupial sows,
Along with newly opened Keawee
Falls; the group’s recent residential af
ferings include the Marina Lottapes o
keowee Viseyards, o sep-caplainy village
with Mantucket influensces and boiting
at either Lake Keowee or Lake Jocases,
gach with s own Cliffs-managed na-
rina, “When we design o clubhouse o 4
puvilicn or af) focal point inoa oo
mamity, says Anthony, “we'ne dhways eo-
vishoning places where people can bae i
case and enjoy each others’ company.”
Pinnscle Print, an Anthomy-led project
i create a permanent Eacility and pro-
gram for summer adventuring and
Christian teachings, comes by its name
metaphorically, To Anthony, "pinnacke
represents the point m the life of any
person of fuith when he or she is abde
to wive back from the blessings and
wealth they have received, He discusses
Pinnacle Paint’s goals in his trademark
style; citing the importance of the wark
without taking hinself too seriously.
Mo matter how many Clifts projects
or outside matters there are to oversee,
he-still finds time each week 1o hit the
roddds and trails in seasch of land o de-
velop and nurture, "T'm Bemnate o mke
a living walking around outdoors” de
clared Anthony, during last year's BMW
Manomwide event, “1've got it almost as

good a these Tour players. [ ]
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